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Firgrove replacement proposal would ease crowding

continued on page 8

A section of the Firgrove Elementary School gym is used to teach 
band class. On the other side of a retractable wall, pictured on the 
right, is a physical education class that meets at the same time. Space 
constraints require both classes to share the gym simultaneously.

continued on page 3

Fruitland, Hunt, and Northwood elementary schools, as well as Stahl Junior High, are among 
98 schools throughout Washington that have each been named a School of Distinction by 
the state Offi ce of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Educators from the schools 
received special congratulations from state Superintendent of Public Instruction Terry 
Bergeson during an awards presentation in Seattle.

Sometimes, it starts with a single drop 
of water. During the rainy months of the 
school year, the roof and plumbing at Fir-
grove Elementary struggle to keep up. 

Leaks have caused classrooms at the 
school to grind to a halt 10 times in 
the past two years, and a section of the 
school’s library fl ooded a few years ago, 
Principal Char Krause said.  

“It disrupts student learn-
ing when you have to 
clear out students and get 
a repair person in there,” 
she said.

Built in 1930, Firgrove 
Elementary has had four 
expansion and modern-
ization projects over the years. The last 
such project was in 1985, and Krause said 
the building is showing its age.

Firgrove Elementary is one of three 
schools slated for replacement in the 
March 10, 2009 school bond proposal. 
Along with Spinning and Waller Road 
elementary schools, the replacement of 
Firgrove Elementary has been deemed 
more cost-effective than remodeling the 
existing school.

“We know now that the cost of remodel-
ing is equitable to the cost of rebuilding 

State honors schools 
for academic gains

the school,” said Amy Eveskcige, chief 
academic offi cer of Regional Learning 
Community #2. 

The proposal calls for a 62,770-square-
foot building to replace the current 
school. Also included in the school bond 
measure is the construction of a new 
750-student elementary school at 144th 
Street East and about 80th Avenue East. 

The new school is 
proposed to help al-
leviate overcrowding 
at several South Hill 
schools, including 
Firgrove Elementary.

The new Firgrove 
Elementary would 
be built away from 

Meridian Avenue East, a move staff 
members said would improve safety and 
security. The street serves as the district’s 
main north-south thoroughfare.

While the kindergarten classrooms are 
located closest to the street, Krause said 
school staff members were not comfort-
able with their youngest students at the 
front of a highly visible school. Last 
year, kindergartners were moved into 
regular classrooms in the rear of the 
building. The rooms lack the equipment 
and design typical of a kindergarten 
classroom, such as sinks, bathroom 

facilities, and extra storage. “We had to 
make a choice between putting the kin-
dergartners in rooms specially designed 
for them or putting our youngest, most 
vulnerable children in the back of the 
building away from the road,” Krause 
said.

Besides a roof and pipes in need of regular 
maintenance, Krause said teachers are be-
ing affected by classrooms with outdated 
layout confi gurations.

“Some of our classrooms have no 

Signifi cant gains in reading and math have earned three 
elementary schools and one junior high school statewide 
recognition.

Fruitland, Hunt, and Northwood elementary schools, 
as well as Stahl Junior High, are among 98 schools 
throughout Washington that have been named Schools of 
Distinction by the state Offi ce of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction.

More than 400 people, including two dozen educators from 
the Puyallup School District, cheered the winners and 
received special congratulations from state Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Terry Bergeson during an awards 
presentation October 22 in Seattle.

This is the second year that Fruitland and Hunt elemen-
tary schools won the state award, which Bergeson said 
she began last year as a way “to honor students, teachers, 
administrators, parents, schools, and communities for the 

Firgrove Elementary is one of
three elementary schools proposed
to be rebuilt as part of the 2009 
school bond. To learn about 
the Spinning and Waller Road 
elementary school replacement 
projects, see page 6.
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Board Member’s Message
Succeeding in an increasingly technical world

Each year, typically in November and 
December, many Puyallup School District 
students and staff demonstrate their 
extraordinary generosity to families in 
need of the basic essentials to survive. Ad-
ditionally, individual schools and district 
departments conduct many worthy activi-
ties supporting the community agencies 
that are committed to providing temporary 
shelter and food, paying utility bills, and 
offering medical care and clothing for 
qualifying individuals.

Beyond the collection and distribution of 
clothing, food, personal hygiene products, 
and other items, there are many staff and 
students who will again bring great joy 
during this holiday season to deserving 
children by distributing donated gifts of 
traditional toys, puzzles, dolls, model cars, 
marine vessels, aircraft, interactive games, 
and athletic equipment. With my own 

eyes I have seen the happiness, laughter, 
and smiles these gifts bring to Puyallup’s 
children.

This year, given the serious fi nancial crisis 
affecting a greater number of people than 
in the recent past, will require a very spe-
cial effort far beyond the collection and 
donation efforts in previous years. I have 
requested that all schools and district de-

partments participate in a collection and 
donation effort and select the recipients 
of these valuable donations. Further, the 
hardships which far too many individuals 
are experiencing for the very fi rst time 
in their lives requires an extension of 
the charitable effort beyond November 
and December. To that end, the Puyal-
lup School District will conduct these 
donated food, clothing, and money collec-
tion activities through March 2009.

I urge community members who do not 
have children or grandchildren currently 
attending one of our 33 schools to offer 
a donation to their nearest school, school 
of choice, food bank, favorite charity, or 
civic organization. Let us passionately 
and collectively demonstrate the great 
respect and support that we have in our 
community to those who desperately need 
our help today.

Give to those in need — it will make you feel good 

Our current kindergartners will graduate 
in the Class of 2021. As a school district, 
we must prepare them to be successful in 
the world they will be facing. One of the 
greatest challenges we face is understand-
ing what the world will be like then and 
what is necessary for them to excel in that 
world.

A few things are clear about that world. 
First, we will be competing on a global 
level. Second, as individuals and organiza-
tions, we will be processing vast amounts 
of information daily, hence the Informa-
tion Age. Finally, technology will play an 
ever-increasing role in our personal and 
professional lives. 
 
At a recent school board meeting, we 

heard a presentation on our China 
exchange program. One of the points 
made by the staff and students who went 
to Chengdu last spring was the highly 
technical nature of their counterpart’s 
education. Students in China take two 
math classes and two science classes 
each year. In Puyallup, we moved ahead 
of the curve by increasing our require-
ments to a full year of math and science 
in nearly all grades. While I would not 
advocate we adopt the Chinese approach 
to education, we do need to recognize 
that our students will be competing with 
students around the world. Technical 
education at the college level and beyond 
(engineering, math, and the sciences) is 
key to generating new technology and 
livable wage jobs.

Some of you can recall 15 years ago 
when very few of us had cell phones and 
those that existed could only process 
analog calls. Today, nearly everyone has 
one with them at all times and can access 
the Internet and send a text message to 
someone across the globe in seconds. 
How will that change in the next 15 

years? Nearly every job, especially the 
well-paying ones, requires dramatically 
increased involvement with technol-
ogy. Just a few illustrations: My dentist 
consults the computer to look at my 
X-rays; my car mechanic has an array of 
diagnostic equipment; the UPS driver has 
a handheld computer tracking shipments; 
an engineer almost exclusively designs 
on the computer; and most of our teach-
ers are using SMART Boards and laptop 
computers in their classrooms. How will 
these jobs change in the next 15 years?

There is no doubt that our students need 
an education that is strong in math and 
science, and they need to become comfort-
able in an ever-changing world dominated 
by technology. At the same time, students 
need to learn to communicate effectively, 
work well with others, and stay connected 
to music and the arts. All of these skills 
contribute to well-adjusted and well-edu-
cated students as they advance to post-sec-
ondary education and the world waiting 
for them beyond high school.

Our kindergartners are depending on us!

Parents and students throughout the school district are invited to attend a community 
night designed to help students be successful in creating science fair projects. The free 
event is scheduled from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. January 13, 2009 in the Exposition Hall at 
the Puyallup Fairgrounds. Participants are asked to enter the fairgrounds through the 
Gold Gate.

Science Community Night will include information on how to select a science fair 
topic, identify a testable question, design an experiment, and create a display, said 
Judy Faubion, district science instructional coach. A PowerPoint presentation and Tic 
Tac Toe game will also help teach students how to identify the three science project 
variables. Each year hundreds of students participate in the annual district Science 
Fair, which coincides with the Spring Fair. For more information, contact Faubion at 
Hilltop Elementary School, (253) 841-8735.

Science Community Night January 13

Daniel Gilbert, a fi fth grader this year at Sunrise Elementary, explains 
his science fair project last spring to judge Peter Davison.

In-District Student Transfer

In-district students who wish to attend a 
school other than their attendance area 
school in 2009-10 need to submit their 
Intra-District Transfer Application by 
January 10, 2009 or the next school busi-
ness day. Transfer applications are avail-
able in the main offi ce at all schools or 
from the receptionist at the district offi ce.

Elementary, junior high, and high 
school transfer applications should 
be submitted to Director of Student 
Services Barb Pope at 302 2nd St. S.E., 
Puyallup, WA 98372. It is the parent’s 
responsibility to make sure the applica-
tion is returned to this address.

In the spring of 2007, the Puyallup 
School Board approved four criteria for 
a junior high student to transfer to an-
other junior high school. Students must 
meet one of the following in order to be 
approved to transfer junior highs:

• The parent is an employee in the 

School transfer 
applications due 
January 10

continued on page 3
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Puyallup School District.
• The student attends a magnet 

program, such as AVID or PAGE.
• There is a medical issue, documented 

with a doctor’s note, indicating 
constant/immediate need to be close 
to the student, or the student has been 
under care for a situation that would 
have a detrimental effect on the 
student should he or she move to a 
different school.

• There is joint custody, documented 
with joint custody court papers with 
verifi cation of address of the parent 
with whom the student is living 
half-time in the requested school 
attendance area.

In the past, some schools have reached 
enrollment capacity and have been 
unable to accept intradistrict transfers. 
Again, this is a possibility for the 2009-
10 school year. 

This is an annual process that must be 
completed whether a student is already 
on a transfer or not. For additional 
information, contact Barb Pope at (253) 
841-1301.
 

Out-of-District Student Choice

Students who live out of the district and 
are currently enrolled in the Puyallup 
School District must complete a “Non-
Resident Enrollment Application.” A 
release from the resident school district is 
required and must accompany the applica-
tion form. Release from a resident district 
and acceptance into a non-resident district 
must be sought on an annual basis.

Completed forms should be submitted 
to Barb Pope at 302 2nd St. S.E., Puyal-
lup, WA 98372 by January 10, 2009 or 
the next school business day for optimal 
consideration.

Due to enrollment, some schools are 
closed to out-of-district students. Par-
ents need to review the closed schools 
listed on the non-resident enrollment 
application. For additional information 
contact Barb Pope at (253) 841-1301.  

Athletic Eligibility for 
Transfer Students

Prior to registering with and/or attend-
ing a high school, any student granted 
an intradistrict transfer of schools within 
the Puyallup School District for board-
approved reasons is permitted to par-
ticipate in sports at the transfer school 
with full athletic eligibility. Any high 
school student athlete who rescinds the 
transfer and enrolls in a different PSD 
high school is athletically ineligible 
for varsity sports for one calendar year 
(from the enrollment date).

All Puyallup School District adminis-
trative offi ces and support buildings, 
including the Education Service Center 
(ESC) and business offi ce in downtown 
Puyallup, will be closed for the holi-
days from Wednesday, December 24 to 
Friday, January 2.

Community members who have school 
district business to conduct are encour-
aged to do so by Tuesday, December 
23 or wait until Monday, January 5. All 
schools are closed from December 22 
to January 2 for winter break. Classes 
resume on January 5.

District offi ces
closed December 24
through January 2

Transfer applications
continued from page 2

A music video that encourages students 
of all ages to learn math and then explains 
how it is useful in different careers is 
spreading in popularity in Washington and 
across the country.

Emerald Ridge High School seniors 
Jeremy Cathey and Zachary Holm created, 
directed, and fi lmed “Math is What You 
Do.” The video was fi rst shown last spring 
to 1,000 eighth graders from the Puget 
Sound region. The students gathered for 
the 4th Annual Math to Careers Confer-
ence at Clover Park Technical College’s 
Lakewood campus.

This May, the video will be shown at the 
same conference to a projected 1,500 
students, as well as in March to an eighth-
grade college planning day, titled “Why 
High School Matters,” at Green River 
Community College.

The two boys are being commended for 
their work in developing a new way to 
reach students about the importance of 
what is often viewed as a diffi cult subject. 

“They found a way to relate to these 
young students about an important subject 
and show kids what they can accomplish 
in high school,” said John Walstrum, pres-
ident of Clover Park Technical College.

Both Cathey and Holm attended the 
conference last May and received a stand-
ing ovation from the eighth graders, who 
screamed when the teens were introduced 
and then crowded around them to ask for 
their autographs.

The video has also received several 
hundred hits on YouTube, a site on the 
Internet that invites novices to send in 

videos and makes them available for oth-
ers to view. The boys said they have heard 
the video is being shown in classrooms in 
other states, as well as in Washington.

The project started as an independent 
project inspired by Zachary’s mother, 
Janet, who works as an outreach offi cer 
at Clover Park Technical College. She 
said she asked the boys to create a math 
video for the Math to Careers Conference 
“because I knew they could relate well to 
the students.”

Cathey and Holm are in their third year 
of video productions classes at Emerald 
Ridge High and want to pursue careers 
in the fi eld. They jumped at the chance to 
create an original rap music video, which 
joins several other videos they have cre-
ated and posted to YouTube.

“I think it is important for kids to get 
involved in high school,” Holm said. “I 
hope that this helps kids stay in school, 
and of course do the math!”

Cathey added, “We tried to give math a 
fresh new approach. I think we success-
fully made a video that did exactly that.”

Their video productions teacher, Gary 
Osborne, said, “I encourage students to 
take the skills they have learned in class 
into other curriculum areas or personal 
projects to help them become better vid-
eographers and editors.”

To view the video, visit the Clover 
Park Technical College YouTube 
site at www.youtube.com/profi le_
videos?user=AAJSAJ. Click the Math is 
What You Do! video icon.

Students win praise with math music video

Emerald Ridge High School students Jeremy Cathey (left) and Zachary 
Holm practice their video skills on campus.

Math night adds up to learning, fun

Kimberly Woolley-Lackey and daughter, Mikaela, try out a game 
designed to develop math skills during Math Night for fi rst graders 
and their families at Shaw Road Elementary School. More than 30 
people attended the event designed for families to have fun while 
learning math skills.

wonderful gains they’ve made in prepar-
ing our children to learn, work, live, and 
succeed in the 21st century.”

The four schools landed on the state-
wide honor roll for demonstrating 
“outstanding improvement” in reading 
and math skills.

To be considered, each school had to 
exceed this year’s state learning targets in 
the two subjects in grades four, seven, or 
10 on the 2008 Washington Assessment of 
Student Learning (WASL).

Schools honored
continued from page 1

Schools that met those targets were
then evaluated for six-year WASL gains 

in both subjects. 

The 98 schools named this year as 
Schools of Distinction represent the top 5 
percent of the state’s nearly 2,500 elemen-
tary, middle, high, and alternative schools 
that demonstrated both the current and 
long-term academic gains.

Puyallup School District Superintendent 
Tony Apostle praised the achievement of 
the four schools honored this year.

“Again this year, it is a tremendous honor 
for our school district to have schools 
recognized by the Offi ce of the Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction as Schools 
of Distinction. As extraordinary as it was 
to have three schools recognized last 
year,  having four schools named this 
year is yet another great example of the 
fi ne work district staff is doing.”

Apostle continued, “This recognition 
serves as a tribute to our staff members 
who work diligently to improve student 
achievement. I am, indeed, very proud of 
the students and staff, as well as the stu-
dents’ parents in these four schools, and 
look forward to increasing the number 
of schools that will receive this highly 
coveted award in the future.”

Bergeson presented each of the winning 
schools with an etched glass star-shaped 
trophy. 

Each school also received a large banner 
that reads “School of Distinction – 2007 
State Superintendent’s Learning Im-
provement Award.”

To view more photos of the four honored 
schools during the statewide recognition, 
visit the district Web site at 
www.puyallup,k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page under District headlines, click More 
District News. In the list of articles, click 
the headline: “State honors four Puyal-
lup schools for academic gains.”



Pam McDonald
Bus driver trainer

 4 Connections December 2008 Celebrating Student Achievement

Safety drills teach students how to respond in emergencies
One by one, students at Sunrise Elementary learned how 
to safely get off the school bus in the event of an emer-
gency.

Two student volunteers stood at either side of the bus’s 
front door, palms outstretched to help their classmates 
make a safe exit. Their hands acted like staircase railings 
and students used the extra support to make it from the 
bus to the ground. The drill helped simulate what might 
be necessary if a fi re or some other emergency made it 
diffi cult to see.

The activity is part of an annual districtwide effort that 
kicks off each fall during National School Bus Safety 
Week. A team of six bus drivers conducts safety drills 
at each elementary school, turning their vehicles into 
classrooms. State law requires school districts to conduct 
drills twice a year. The Puyallup School District typically 
schedules its exercises for October and March.

“They learn how to sit on the bus properly, how to behave 
when on the bus, and what to do in an accident,” bus 
driver Jane Peterson said.

At Sunrise Elementary, students boarded a group of six 
buses to learn about various safety features and how to 
respond to an emergency. Each driver discussed the loca-
tion of fi rst aid kits, the two-way radio, roadside emer-
gency refl ectors, fi re extinguishers, and other equipment.

While students had already watched a video about bus 
safety, driver Julie Stanke said actually being on board 
the bus helped students understand what to do in an 
emergency.

“It’s better to do the hands-on training. The repetition, hear-
ing the information again after seeing the video, helps,” she 
said. “For example, they get to hear the sounds the bus will 
make, like when the emergency brake is pulled.”

Sixth graders Conner Belvin and Jessica Davis said the 
safety drills helped them learn more about the school bus 
and how it can protect students. 

Davis said she was surprised to learn some of the bus’s 
windows are designed to be kicked out safely to allow 
students to exit during an emergency.

Belvin said he was impressed by the safety features lo-
cated throughout the bus. “I think it’s cool that they have 
these emergency hatches all over the bus so we’ll be able 
to get out safely,” he said.

At the junior high and high school levels, bus driv-
ers conduct a review of emergency procedures, exits, 
and equipment with the students on their routes twice 
each year. The reviews are typically done at about the 
same time that drills at the elementary schools are 
conducted.

Drivers of special needs buses also conduct safety drills 
and reviews. In addition, these drivers carry a checklist 
and have strategies to help ensure students with unique 
needs can safely exit the bus, said Pam McDonald, driver 
trainer.

Sunrise Elementary Principal Terrie Garrison said it’s 
important for students to learn safe behavior both in and 
out of the classroom.

“I think schools do an excellent job of preparing kids 
for emergencies, whether it’s fi re drills or an accident 
on the bus. Students need to know how to appropriately 
respond,” she said.

The drills and hands-on instruction make an impact, 
Stanke said. “You can tell when they’ve gone through 
the drills because they behave a lot better on the bus,” 
she said.

Peterson said conducting the drills with the entire school ben-
efi ts students who may not ride the bus except for a fi eld trip.

Sunrise Elementary School sixth graders (from 
left) Carson Liburd and Diana Hernandez-
Cervantes help kindergartner Kyra Hopkins 
off the school bus during one of the district’s 
bus safety drills.

They knew when they pulled up to their 
regular morning bus stop that something 
wasn’t right.

Rather than continue on, bus drivers 
Wayne Barker and Joleen Firestein trusted 
their instincts and radioed transportation 
dispatchers to alert them of potentially 
dangerous child safety situations.

This fall, the Puyallup School Board gave 
special commendation to Barker and 
Firestein during a recognition of National 
School Bus Safety Week.

Dispatcher Bev Bailey also thanked the 
drivers at the board meeting for their 
“heroic efforts” in two separate incidents 
last spring.

Firestein, who has been driving since 
January 2004, pulled up to her regularly 

Bus drivers honored for going ‘above and beyond’

scheduled high school bus stop and no-
ticed a young elementary student standing 
among the teenagers.

She took the young student aboard the 
bus after learning the child was locked 
out of the house, asked some additional 
questions, transported the student safely 
to school, and alerted authorities of a 
potentially abusive home situation.

“There were a bunch of indications 
something wasn’t right, and Joleen went 
above and beyond to do some tracking 
and really follow through,” said Henry 
Hammond, administrator of transporta-
tion. The child is now in a safe living 

situation, he said.

Barker, who is in his fi fth year as a 
bus driver, arrived at one of his morn-
ing elementary bus stops and saw that 
three of the girls who should have been 
there were nowhere to be seen. Their 
backpacks, however, lay on the ground 
nearby.

He notifi ed the district’s transportation 
dispatch, which called the girls’ parents 
and the police.

“For awhile we were all highly con-
cerned as the situation seemed suspi-
cious,” Hammond said.

The girls were found safe several blocks 
away after having strayed away from 
the bus stop to look for one of the girl’s 
dogs that had gotten loose that morning.

“Wayne could have seen there was no 
one at his stop and gone on, but he took 

the time to say this isn’t right. This 
situation could have been far worse,” 
Hammond said. 

While they happened to be singled out 
for recognition, Barker and Firestein 
said fellow bus drivers would have 
responded the same way.

“It’s not anything anyone else wouldn’t 
have done,” Barker said.

Pam McDonald, the district’s bus driver 
trainer, praised both bus drivers for their 
quick thinking.

“Our drivers are trained that any time 
their gut feeling says something is not 
normal, they should trust that feeling 
and err on the side of safety,” she said. 
“These two employees represent the 
idea of the bus driver being not only a 
safe transporter, but also a caring and 
responsible adult in the daily lives of 
these children.”

“These two employees represent 
the idea of the bus driver being 
not only a safe transporter, but 
also a caring and responsible 
adult in the daily lives of these 
children.”

Bus drivers Wayne Barker and Joleen Firestein each received a plaque 
for recognizing child safety situations during their morning bus runs 
and alerting school district dispatchers. The Puyallup School Board 
honored them during School Bus Safety Week in October. 

QUEST testing 
dates set for fi rst 
graders
QUEST is a program for highly 
capable elementary students in the 
Puyallup School District.

First-grade students with a “Parent 
Permission for Assessment” form on 
fi le will be administered ability and 
achievement tests at the QUEST build-
ing in January.

The forms, available at all elementary 
schools or the QUEST offi ce, must be 
completed by the parent and submitted 
to QUEST before the selection process 
can take place.

Parent and teacher evaluations, student 
work samples, and ability and achieve-
ment test scores are considered by the 
Student Selection Committee to deter-
mine which students will benefi t most 
from placement in the program.

Selected fi rst-grade students will begin 
attending pullout classes the second 
semester of the year.

In the pullout program, students spend 
one full day per school week at the 
enrichment center located behind 
Maplewood Elementary.

The goal of this program is to provide 
challenges for students of high ability, 
academic aptitude, or unique creative 
thinking ability.

Staff, parents, students, and communi-
ty members can make student referrals 
to QUEST.

For more information, contact the 
QUEST offi ce at (253) 841-8751 or 
visit the school district QUEST Web 
page at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/stu-
dentlearning/programs/quest.cfm.
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Science learning moves outdoors in fi eld investigations class
Junior high school students across the 
district are signing up in record numbers 
this year for an elective science class. 

“Field Investigations in Science,” a 
one-semester course which began two 
years ago at Ferrucci Junior High, moves 
seventh and eighth graders out from their 
desks and into the outdoors to learn about 
plants and wildlife, longitude and latitude, 
mapping skills, and how to be good stew-
ards of the land. 

The program expanded this year to newly 
opened Glacier View Junior High, where 
four classes were scheduled to accommo-
date the unexpectedly large turnout of 105 
students. Enrollment is also strong this 
year at Ballou, Aylen, and Edgemont ju-
nior high schools, which are in the second 
year of offering the course. 

With fi eld guides, compasses, maps, and 
hand-held Global Positioning Systems 
(GPSs) in hand, students venture outdoors 
to the woods or creeks closest to their 
schools.
 
“OK class. Get a sharp pencil, some paper, 
and let’s head into the wild,” Ferrucci Ju-
nior High teacher Alex Macdonald said as 
he prepared his seventh graders for a trip 
to a forested area adjacent to the school.
 
As they hiked up and down hills through 
trees and brush, Macdonald taught stu-
dents how to identify Douglas fi rs, West-
ern red cedars, and Scouler willows. He 
also talked about how people fi rst moved 
to Washington for the logging industry 
and how different kinds of wood are used.
 
Macdonald directed the students’ attention 

skyward and pointed 
out how canopies 
are taller on fi rs and 
lower on maples. 
He also shared 
how certain inva-
sive plants such as 
Scotch broom upset 
the balance of nature 
by crowding native 
plants that animals 
rely on for food. 

Further down the 
trail, he showed how 
needles on a Western 
red cedar tree look 
like they have been 
ironed fl at and how 
a snag and a nurse 
log benefi t plants and 
animals. 

“Remember we are 
just visitors to their 
home,” he said. 

Before the semester 
is over, Macdonald 
told students they 
would have an op-
portunity to do a 
community service 
project such as build 
a birdhouse, work on 
an amphibian pond, 
clear Scotch broom, 
or install wooden 
steps on the steep 
inclines that lead to 
the outdoor class-
room.

Ferrucci Junior High seventh grader 
Anthoni Orozco said he likes the class be-
cause “we work with a lot of technology, 
like the GPS.” He has learned skills such 
as how to map elevation, use a compass, 
and create a topographical map.
  
Across town at Aylen Junior High, stu-
dents recently spent 
their class time on the 
banks of Clarks Creek 
less than a mile from 
campus.
 
Teacher Russ Picha, 
who was born and 
raised in Puyallup 
and is knowledgeable 
about the watershed 
and surrounding area, 
walks students from 
their classroom to the 
creek, frequently after 
days of heavy rainfall. 
Last year, he led the 
students on foot to the creek after record 
fl ooding in western Washington. 

Picha discussed water quality and ero-
sion, how a creek habitat develops and 
matures, and the effect that humans 
living or playing near the water have on 
the watershed. 

“What you do in your community has an 
impact citywide,” Picha told the class. “How 
we manage our watershed becomes critical.” 

As they left the bank, several students 
spotted beaver tracks at the base of some 
trees. Others looked through binoculars 

Puyallup High Phase One project takes shape

The Puyallup School District invites 
parents and/or guardians of elemen-
tary students to preview the district’s 
approved Human Growth and Devel-
opment and HIV/AIDS curriculum for 
students in grades four, fi ve, and six.

The preview will be held from 6 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, February 4, 2009 in 
the Puyallup High School commons, 
105 Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.

Parents wishing to exclude their 
child from the HIV/AIDS curriculum 
required by the state must preview 
this curriculum and sign an exclusion 
form.

Questions or concerns may be shared 
during this parent information meet-
ing, with a child’s teacher, or by call-
ing the offi ce of Rick Wells, director 
of athletics, health, and fi tness, at 
(253) 841-8785.

HIV/AIDS 
curriculum preview 
set on February 4

With the classroom building’s steel frame up (left), construction workers move forward with the 
interior and exterior brick walls of the Phase One project at Puyallup High School. The building, paid 
for with the voter-approved 2004 school bond, is scheduled for completion in 2009. It will be home to 
the school’s automotive technology, digital photography, video productions, architectural drafting, 
and culinary arts programs. Puyallup High senior Zach Krein (right) serves during a doubles match 
on the school’s new tennis courts on the northeast end of campus across from the swimming pool. 
The original courts were removed to make way for the Phase One classroom building.

to try and fi nd one of the 177 different 
birds that call the area home.
 
Picha has also taken students on day hikes 
and a family night hike to DeCoursey 
Park to fi nd geocaches. Geocaching is an 
outdoor treasure-hunting game in which 
participants around the world use a GPS 

receiver or other navi-
gational techniques to 
hide and seek contain-
ers (called “geocaches” 
or “caches”).

Last month, Glacier 
View students walked 
to nearby Sunrise 
Medical Clinic in 
search of a geocache 
hidden near a building. 
Teacher Jeremy Tvedt 
started school in the 
classroom by having 
students search a Web 
site for clues, includ-

ing the specifi c coordinates, leading to the 
geocache’s whereabouts.

As soon as Tvedt gave the signal to begin 
their hunt, students scattered throughout 
the medical complex grounds with GPSs in 
hand to help point them in the right direc-
tion. “I found it,” shouted Ryan Summers 
as he reached between two rocks to pull out 
a small plastic box containing a diecast car, 
pencil, ball, notebook, and more.

Students recorded their treasure on clip-
boards and took photographs of their fi nd 

Ferrucci Junior High Field Investigations teacher Alex Macdonald 
teaches students about trees and native plants near the school.

Aylen Junior High student  
Thomas Callanan looks 
at Clarks Creek through 
binoculars.

continued on page 11

Glacier View Junior High students examine the 
contents of a geocache they found at Sunrise 
Medical Clinic. Students went on the geocache hunt 
after learning to use a hand-held Global Positioning 
System.
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2009 bond and capital levy
Safety, student learning key in Spinning replacement

Sixth grader Jonas Simonsen navigates around a fl ooded section 
of the Spinning Elementary School playground on his way to class 
while a pump tries to drain the area.

“In the hallway last year we had three buckets 
collecting rain water.”

Teacher Jason Core

continued on page 8

The portable classrooms at Spinning 
Elementary are just like those at any other 
elementary school, until the ground begins 
to tremble.

Several times each day, large freight trains 
pass by the school less than 100 feet away. 
Teachers and students say the noise and 
ground vibrations are distractions that take 
away from student learning time.

“It’s loud. You can feel the portable 
shake,” sixth grader Carlie Utti said.

The school’s proximity to the railroad 

tracks, and an increasingly busy Pioneer 
Avenue, are among the top reasons the 
Puyallup School District has proposed re-
placing the school as outlined in the 2009 
school bond. The measure will go before 
voters on March 10, 2009.

The plan calls for Spinning Elementary to 
be rebuilt on the existing school site as far 
from the road and tracks as possible.

Principal Laura King said rebuilding the 
school would not only lessen the noise 
and distraction, it would improve safety 
and security.

The school was originally built in 1891, 
and fi ve expansion projects over the 
years have altered the layout. King said 
the front entrance is located away from 
the main offi ce, creating confusion for 

parents and visitors and presenting a 
security concern.

A closed-circuit monitor allows front of-
fi ce staff to keep an eye on the entrance, 
but King said visitors still are unsure 
where to check in despite signs directing 
them to the offi ce.

A rebuilt Spinning Elementary would 
be designed like other new elementary 
schools in the district where visitors walk 
directly into the main offi ce when they 
enter the building.

The proposal calls for a two-story 62,770-
square-foot elementary school to serve 
550 students. “The increased capacity 
will be needed to help offset growth in the 
area,” said Rudy Fyles, executive director 
of facilities.

King said students and staff members 
also struggle with the existing school’s 
aging structure. Plumbing, electrical, 
and space issues are constant concerns, 
she said.

During periods of heavy rain, large 
puddles form near portable classrooms 
making travel to and from the buildings 
diffi cult, she said. Also, the main build-
ing’s roof is in need of regular repair.

“In the hallway last year we had three 
buckets collecting rain water,” teacher 

Jason Core said.
 
Core said the school’s outdated electri-
cal system also has an impact on student 
learning. “We just don’t have many elec-
trical outlets,” he said.

Classrooms at the school, he added, typi-
cally have one outlet per wall which can 
create diffi culties when using an Infor-
mation Communications System (ICS) 
cart. The cart contains a laptop, projector, 
sound system, and other electrical devices. 
Teachers often use extension cords strung 
out across the room to help power the dif-
ferent machines.

The thick brick walls of the school also in-
terfere with the school’s wireless comput-
er network, further hampering technology 
use in classrooms, Core said.

In newer schools, classrooms have room 
for fi ve computer stations for students to 
use. Because of space and electrical limi-
tations at Spinning Elementary, teachers 
have room for one station.

In a rebuilt Spinning Elementary, King 
said students would be able to use 
computers and get hands-on experience 

Aging facility a concern at Waller Road Elementary
From the parking lots to the halls to the 
classrooms, space is at a premium at 
Waller Road Elementary.

“It’s really crowded because there are 31 
kids in each sixth-grade class, and we 
really don’t have room to move,” sixth 
grader Shawn Taylor said.

Staff members said a lack of storage space 
affects daily operations at school, includ-
ing the availability of school supplies.

“I have to order supplies on a monthly 
basis because we do not have room to 
store anything long-term,” said Barbara 
Volland, the school’s offi ce manager.

Volland and teacher Gentry Geise each 
have more than 20 years of history at 
Waller Road Elementary. Both said the 
current school, built in the 1930s, needs 
to be replaced with a more modern school 
that can support technological advances 
that benefi t student learning.

Two additions and a 1985 moderniza-
tion project have expanded Waller Road 
Elementary over the years. A proposal 
included in the March 10, 2009 school 
bond would replace the school with a new 
60,233-square-foot elementary building 
built for 550 students — an increase from 
the current capacity of 332 students.

The replacement school would prepare for 
growth by providing permanent class-
rooms to replace fi ve portables. Previous 
boundary changes and the closure of Riv-
erside Elementary last year have increased 
enrollment at Waller Road Elementary.

It also would be constructed further from 
a four-way intersection at Waller Road 
and 64th Street East. The current building 
is roughly 50 feet from the heavily trav-
eled Waller Road.

Over the years, Geise said the street has 
transformed from a seldom-used route 
to a major channel for large trucking 
operations. The noise and sheer volume of 
vehicles have caused concern for teachers.

In fact, Geise said due to the school’s 
proximity to the road, communications 
between truck drivers have interrupted her 
class. “Because I’m so close, the sound 
system in my classroom has picked up 
truckers’ CB radios,” she said.

Staff members said the lack of parking 
causes problems, especially during dis-
missal. With only a handful of spots avail-
able, Volland said, parents have a diffi cult 
time picking up their children. With a 
busy road so close, she added, there aren’t 
many safe alternative areas for parents to 
wait for students.

During dismissals, a long line of cars fi lls 

the school’s small parking lot. At times the 
line can extend onto Waller Road just as 
afternoon traffi c begins to increase. Some 
cars also park along narrow shoulders 
along the road just a few feet from moving 
vehicles.

In addition to storage issues and concerns 
about nearby traffi c, the building’s age has 
affected the way teachers conduct their 
classes. Classrooms in the buildings don’t 
have enough electrical outlets to support 
computer equipment and other audiovisual 
machines. “I can’t use all of that great 
equipment because I can’t plug it in,” 
Geise said.

Instead of providing student comput-
ers in the classrooms, the school has a 
central computer lab. However, teachers 
said the school’s aging electrical system 
also limits how many computers they 
can use in the lab. “There’s a whole 

room full of technology we can’t use 
properly,” said Michelle Flury, a third-
grade teacher.

Large heaters in each classroom can also 
disrupt class, teachers said. “They rattle 
and hum and make a lot of noise,” Flury 
said. “If the kids are sitting next to one of 
them, they really can’t hear me.”

The school’s aging heating and cooling 
system results in rooms that can be too hot 
while nearby rooms are too cold. 

“It’s distracting to the educational process 
to not have some climate control,” she 
said.

For students in the school’s seven portable 
classrooms, inclement weather and the 
lack of running water can cause problems.
“Last year, a lot of rain started fi lling the 
gutters and some of it started spilling 
into our portable,” said sixth grader Chad 
Squire.

Fellow sixth grader Hailey Pietenburg 
said she would like it if all of the school’s 
students were housed inside the building. 
For students in the portables, she said, get-
ting a drink from a water fountain or using 
the restroom requires a long walk outside 
and through the school.

Not having running water in portable 
classrooms also hinders student learning, 
especially in subjects such as science.

Access to water fountains is also an issue 
for students inside the main building 
since the school has only two fountains 
located at opposite ends and one by the 
library. In some cases, teachers have 
purchased paper cups so that students can 
get water from classroom sinks rather 
than take up class time walking to the 
fountain, Flury said.

Waller Road Elementary crossing guard Ruth Sierra guides a family 
across the road after school at the busy intersection of 64th Avenue 
East and Waller Road. 
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The chart refl ects a timeline of 
the proposed bond and capital 
levy projects in the March 10, 
2009 election. The left edge of 
each bar indicates when the 
proposed project begins. The 
right edge of each bar refl ects 
when the project is estimated to 
be completed.

To learn more about each of 
the proposed projects, visit the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. On the Home page, 
click 2009 Election.  

2009 school bond and 
capital levy proposals

Aylen and Glacier View junior high schools dedicate buildings
More than 900 community members cel-
ebrated the opening of Aylen and Glacier 
View junior high schools during dedica-
tion ceremonies this fall.

Aylen Junior High was replaced, and Gla-
cier View Junior High built as the district’s 
seventh junior high, with money from the 
voter-approved 2004 school bond.

Aylen Junior High

Students, staff, and community members 
celebrated the past and looked to the fu-
ture during a dedication ceremony of the 
newly rebuilt Aylen Junior High School.

The celebration was a vivid reminder of 
the rich educational history in Puyallup, 

including guest speakers and attendees 
who spanned the school’s 46-year history. 

Principal Christine Moloney welcomed 
current and former students and educators, 
as well as parents, city offi cials, and other 
interested community members. She said 
staff and students will continue “tried and 
true” traditions while creating new traditions 
of service, excellence, and community.

Moloney and Assistant Principal Kevin 
Mensonides took the audience back in 
time to 1962, sharing a slide show of im-
ages and facts from when the school fi rst 
opened as West Junior High School. John 
F. Kennedy was president, a gallon of gas 
was 31 cents, and John Glenn became the 
fi rst American to orbit the earth.

In 1970, the school was renamed Aylen 
Junior High School in honor of Charles H. 
Aylen, a general practitioner and a 12-year 
member of the Puyallup School Board.

Glacier View Junior High

For Glacier View Junior High students 
and staff, the school’s dedication cer-
emony signifi ed more than the opening of 
a building.

Several participants said the school her-
alds a new learning community, one that is 
unique in the Puyallup School District. 

The 105,000 square-foot building is lo-
cated next to Emerald Ridge High School 
in the South Hill area. The opening of the 

junior high school represents another step 
towards the district’s vision of creating 
a comprehensive K-12 campus in the 
Sunrise area.

Principal Mark Vetter highlighted the 
school’s relationship with Emerald Ridge 
High, calling it a community for seventh 
to twelfth graders. The possibilities for 
new learning opportunities are signifi cant, 
he said, adding that both schools have 
already begun to explore that potential. 

To read the complete articles about both 
school dedications and to view a photo 
gallery of each event, visit the Puyallup 
School District Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. On the Home page under Dis-
trict Headlines, click More District News.

Photos on the left side of the collage above illustrate the Aylen Junior High dedication, while those on the right show highlights from the 
Glacier View Junior High event. Aylen (from top left): Principal Christine Moloney joins past principals (from left) Lloyd Freudenstein, 
Dave Maxwell, and Sam Peach; the program’s theme of looking to the future, while also honoring the past, was the focus of a display of 
memorabilia from the past 46 years; Moloney and the school mascot greet guests; ASB Vice President Trenton Herriford holds a symbolic 
$64,859.86 posterboard check on behalf of students who will be selected to receive two annual merit-based scholarships established by 
Robert J. Aylen, DDS; Moloney joins Puyallup School Board members Greg Heath (left) and Bruce Dammeier in the ceremonial ribbon 
cutting. Glacier View (from top left): PTSA Treasurer Lynnette Harley and secretary Terri Barbre help in the student store; students Jessica 
Alves (left) and Rylee Stewart lead a school tour; Superintendent Tony Apostle applauds during the program; a wind ensemble provides 
musical entertainment; and Principal Mark Vetter joins ASB offi cers in cutting the ribbon.
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2009 bond and levy election questions and answers

The deadline to register by mail to vote in the March 10, 2009 election is Saturday, 
February 7, 2009. All registrations must be postmarked by this date. Those seeking to 
transfer their existing voter information must also do so by February 7.

To register to vote in Pierce County, applicants must:
• Be at least 18 years old by the date of the next election. 
• Be a United States citizen and a Pierce County resident. 
• Not presently have civil rights denied as a result of a felony conviction. 
• Not been declared by a judge to be mentally incompetent and ineligible to vote. 
 
Voter registration forms are available at each of the Puyallup School District’s 33 
schools, the Puyallup School District Education Service Center, public libraries, staffed 
fi re stations in unincorporated Pierce County, city clerks’ offi ces, state offi ces, and the 
Pierce County Election Department. Forms may also be accessed on the Internet at 
www.co.pierce.wa.us/auditor or by calling the Election Department at (253) 798-7430 
or 1 (800) 446-4979.

If registering by mail and it is the fi rst time registering to vote in Pierce County, ap-
plicants must enclose a copy of a Washington state driver’s license or list the last four 
digits of their Social Security number. If neither of those are provided, enclose one of 
the following: a valid photo identifi cation; a valid enrollment card of a federally-rec-
ognized Indian tribe in Washington state; a current utility bill, bank statement, govern-
ment check, or paycheck; or a government document that shows the applicant’s name 
and address. 

Pierce County residents not yet registered to vote in Washington who miss the mail-in 
deadline can register in person through February 23 (15 days before the March 10 elec-
tion). In-person voter registration is done at the Pierce County Election Department, 
2401 South 35th St., Room 200, Tacoma, WA. These applicants must vote by absentee 
ballot only for the next election.

Voter registration 
information

Why replace a school versus remodel?
The 2009 school bond proposal includes plans to replace Firgrove, Spinning, and 
Waller Road elementary schools. In determining whether to rebuild rather than 
remodel an existing structure, the district considers a number of factors, including:

• Each of the three elementary schools is an aging structure in need of regular 
repairs. 

• The buildings are located close to busy roads and intersections. A rebuilt school 
would be set further back from streets to improve safety and reduce noise 
levels. Remodeling does not address each school’s proximity to busy roads and 
compromises the effectiveness of the educational design by encumbering it with 
an old outdated structure. 

• Over time educational needs change signifi cantly to warrant changes in the 
layout of buildings. Some examples of proximity problems and inappropriate 
layout of space include lack of instructional space for programs such as English 
Language Learners; kindergarten classrooms located too close to busy and noisy 
roads; lack of cafeteria and large assembly spaces; and the use of temporary 
areas, such as crowded hallways, to serve lunch. Rebuilt schools allow for a 
more secure and effi cient fl oor plan. 

• If the cost to adequately remodel each school exceeds 80 percent of new 
construction, the state funds a new building rather than “throwing good money 
after bad,” said Rudy Fyles, executive director of facilities. When factoring in 
temporary housing, new construction is often either equal to remodeling or even 
less expensive.

• Wiring and electrical systems at all three schools struggle to keep up with 
modern technological demands such as computer labs and multimedia carts. The 
cost to rewire a school is signifi cant.

• Rebuilding a school while the existing structure is in place nearby allows classes 
to continue unencumbered. With remodeling projects, classes either have to be 
moved to other sections of the existing building or to neighboring schools. Often 
there are several moves involved during the one school year.

windows and a low ceiling. We know 
students learn better in more comfort-
able settings with more space and natural 
light,” she said.

Lack of space is an issue schoolwide. Or-
chestra class is held on the school’s stage 
and lunch is served in the gymnasium. 
Following lunch, Krause said, band class 
is conducted in the same space, leaving 
physical education with half a gym to use.

“Teachers don’t have the fl exibility they 
need,” she said. “The layout of the class 
is more dictated by the room than by the 
teacher.”

In classes such as art and science, rooms 
are not equipped with specialized equip-
ment including sinks. For activities or 
lessons that require hands-on interaction, 
students must leave the classroom to wash 
their hands.

“It makes it all the more time-consuming 
to set up and clean up, which cuts into 
instructional time,” Krause said.
 
Less than one room per grade level has 
a SMART Board installed. The device, 
which allows teachers to project computer 
images on a whiteboard and interact with 
the pictures, has become an important tool 
for learning among educators across the 

district. Assistant Principal Almai Malit-
Idler said the school’s aging wiring and 
electrical systems have diffi culty handling 
increased technological demands.

“We can only add educational features 
that the technological infrastructure can 
support,” she said.

With the school’s location in the densely 
populated South Hill area, Krause said 

Firgrove replacement

Firgrove Elementary needs to be rebuilt 
in response to growing educational 
needs.

“You can see all around us the incredible 
growth,” Krause said. “You can see the 
accommodations that have been made to 
the roads and the intersections to handle 
that growth. We need to mirror the com-
munity in which we exist.”

These questions are among those the district has received 
about the school bond and capital levy election to be held on 
March 10, 2009.

Q: Did the district seek out public input for the 2009 school 
bond and capital levy projects?
A: The Bond Advisory Committee (BAC), which helped 
create the school bond and capital levy, included two com-
munity members among the district staff members. Between 
April 11 and May 6, 2008, the BAC held 13 public meetings 
to hear comments from citizens regarding preliminary recom-
mendations.

Q: The district recently broke ground on a new classroom 
wing at Puyallup High School funded through the voter-ap-
proved 2004 bond. How is this project related to the Puyallup 
High classroom addition included in the 2009 school bond?
A: Work has begun on the fi rst fl oor of a new classroom wing 
at Puyallup High School, and represents Phase One for the 

addition. This one-story building will include improved class-
room space and work areas for the automotive technology, video 
production, and culinary arts programs. The classroom addition 
project included in the 2009 school bond proposal is known as 
Phase Two, and would add a second and third fl oor to the new 
building featuring state-of-the-art science labs and general class-
room space for 200 more students.

Q: What are the election requirements?
A: The bond requires a 60 percent supermajority of “Yes” votes 
to pass. Voter turnout must be at least 40 percent of the previous 
general election. The capital levy would require 50 percent plus 
one “Yes” votes to pass.

Q: How can I learn more?
A: Visit the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. A spe-
cial section dedicated to the 2009 school bond and capital levy 
election is featured on the Home page. 

continued from page 1

Due to a lack of space, orchestra teacher Cynthia Iverson conducts 
class on the school stage at Firgrove Elementary. Like the school’s 
band program, orchestra students share space with physical education 
classes. A retractable wall (seen at left) separates the two, but noise 
can be heard on both sides.

Spinning replacement

with technology in their own classrooms 
rather than competing for time in a single 
computer lab.

“Going to the lab makes the use of 
technology very static and not fl uid or 
integrated into the regular classroom,” 
she said.

Traffi c and parking would also be ad-
dressed by a rebuilt Spinning Elementary.

At the existing school, dismissals are done 
in groups because of limited access to 
pick-up areas for buses and parents. There 
also is no on-site parking for parents 
available except for a few spaces next to 
the sidewalk.

Utti, who serves on the school’s safety 
patrol, said it gets “kind of crazy” during 
dismissal. 

Parents have also taken note of the need 
for a new building.

“I just think we’re so limited by the 
restraints of an old building,” parent Kris 
Ihrig said. With four students in Puyal-
lup schools, including two at Spinning 
Elementary, Ihrig has seen fi rsthand the 
improvements needed.

The gym, she said, is too small for the 
school to host evening programs. “We 
don’t really have a place for families to 
come and support our kids in their extra-
curricular activities,” she said.

The school has had to compromise in the 
past, King added, such as hosting parents 
in groups rather than all at once.

A replacement school with larger, more 
modern classrooms that are designed 
with computer technology in mind, 
would greatly benefi t students and teach-
ers, Ihrig said. 

“From a parent’s standpoint, I just want 
teachers to have the ability to do what 
they need to do and have the fl exibility to 
teach all students,” she said. “This is an 
old school, and I just don’t know that our 
teachers have all that they need.”

continued from page 6



            Where are they now?
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This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each 
issue of Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos 
chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.

For Wendi Pickett Otto, outer space is 
her research lab. The 1997 Rogers High 
School graduate has spent the past six 
years with the Virginia-based Orbital Sci-
ences, helping to design and build satel-
lites and rockets for a variety of roles.

“I’m responsible for putting a payload 
(specialized cargo) on the rockets,” said 
Otto, a senior systems engineer for the 
Pegasus and Taurus Launch Vehicles.

Her job literally gets down to the nuts and 
bolts, overseeing everything from how to 
attach a satellite to a rocket to how it will 
reach orbit.
 
“No two payloads are alike, which means 
no two rockets are alike. Basically 80 
percent of the rocket is the same each mis-
sion and the other 20 percent is what I do,” 
Otto said.

During one of her most recent missions, 
Otto traveled to the Kwajalein Atoll in the 
mid-Pacifi c Ocean to launch the Interstel-
lar Boundary Explorer (IBEX) satellite off 
a Pegasus rocket. Scientists hope the satel-
lite will shed new light on the limits of the 
solar system.

“It is a really cool mission,” Otto said. 
“It’s going to map the relationship between 
the solar wind and the rest of the galaxy. 

It’s really exciting for us to get to launch 
something that could make such a big in-
fl uence in how we view our solar system.”

Otto said her interest in engineering 
comes in part from her grandfather, Wil-
liam Smith, who worked as an aerospace 
engineer. 

“He just did a lot of really interesting 
things,” Otto said, adding he worked on 
major projects including the Voyager 2 
space probe and the Lunar Rover used by 
astronauts on the moon.

There was no single moment that sparked 
her desire to become an engineer like her 

grandfather. Instead, she said it was a 
lifelong fascination with the world.

“I’ve always been one of those people 
who liked puzzles, and I always wanted 
to know how things worked,” she said. 
“I was always one of the fi rst kids to ask 
‘how’ or ‘why’.”
 
Otto credits the hands-on nature of science 
classes in junior high and high school with 
helping her toward an engineering career.

Her ninth-grade physics class at Ferrucci 
Junior High, for example, focused on 
hands-on learning.

“Everything we did in that class was real,” 
she said. “It was all lab work and demon-
strated right in front of us.”

If she had a question, Otto said teachers 
would help guide her toward the answers 
she sought rather than simply telling her 
the solution.

“For someone like me, who likes puzzles, 
it was great,” she said. “It helps me even 
now in my job. Especially in engineering, 
there’s no right answer. There are 10 dif-
ferent solutions and you have to pick one 

Sewing clubs teach students basics combined with technology
Sewing is growing in popularity across 
the district as after-school clubs emerge 
to teach students how to create clothing 
and gifts using the basics of an age-old art 
form combined with modern technology.

A meeting room by school day becomes 
a sewing headquarters after hours as 
Meeker Elementary students gather to lay 
out pattern pieces, cut fabric, wind bob-
bins, sew seams, and press garments. 

The “Threads for Life” after-school 
enrichment club is so popular this year 
— the second year of the program — that 
Meeker Elementary parent and trained 
sewist Connie Tkach 
formed two sew-
ing groups, one 
for beginners and 
another for those 
who enrolled in the 
club last year or have 
other experience.

The beginning class 
fi lled to capacity 
before it even started, 
and the second-year 
program is nearly 
full with eight of 
the 10 slots taken. 
Classes are held every 
Wednesday on alter-
nating weeks depend-
ing on skill level.

“I want to learn how 
to make a whole 
outfi t,” said sixth 
grader Raziya Akins, 
a fi rst-year sewist. 

Classmate Jack Jones, one of two boys in 
the fi rst-year class, added, “It’s fun. You 
learn how to make stuff like backpacks.”

By the second week of class, he and his fi fth- 
and sixth-grade classmates had mastered 
winding a sewing machine bobbin, thread-
ing a needle, and sewing straight and curved 
lines fi rst on paper, and then on fabric.

Tkach requires each student to pass a 
“driver’s test” before they can advance to 
sewing on fabric. They must demonstrate 
verbally and on the sewing machine that 
are familiar with the machine parts and 
can properly thread and unthread the 
machine, wind a bobbin, operate the foot 
pedal, and change a needle.

In the second year class, students quickly 
moved into their fi rst project — a pillow 
shaped like a cat’s paw. They spread out 
in the school hallway with pin cushions 
and scissors in hand to lay out their fabric, 
secure the pattern pieces, and cut out the 
project. 

“This will go on my 
bed at home,” said 
sixth grader Maya 
Kalsta-Watkins. 
Watkins’ mother, 
Shari, helps at club 
meetings along 
with one of Tkach’s 
friends, Patsy Miller, 
a certifi ed Clothing 
and Textile Adviser 
(CTA) who drives 
from Yelm to Puyal-
lup to volunteer.

By the time students 
fi nish the year-
long club, they will 
have learned to sew 
pajama pants, shorts, 
skirts, capris, shirts, 
tote bags, and more. 
In the process, they 
use math skills, in-
cluding geometry and 
fractions, to measure 

seam allowances, alter patterns, determine 
fabric yardage, and convert millimeters to 
inches.

They are also exposed to the latest tech-
nology through 10 new computerized 
sewing machines and a serger. Baby Lock 
USA in St. Louis, Mo. donated nine ma-
chines and the serger, and the Wild Rose 

Quilt Shop in Orting donated another 
computerized sewing machine.

Tkach, who is a CTA through the Wash-
ington State University Extension, met 
the president of Baby Lock at the sewing 
exposition last year in Puyallup.

“After meeting Connie and seeing the 
excitement in her and the commitment to 
the kids and the program, I thought the 
least I could do was help by donating the 
machines,” said Steve Jeffery, president 
of Baby Lock. “It’s a little something we 
could do to help young people enjoy the 
love of sewing.” The machines will be 
replaced with new models each year, he 
added, to provide students with “the latest 
updated technology.”

The Wild Rose Quilt Shop in Orting, a 
sales and service center for Baby Lock, 
worked with Jeffery to get the sewing ma-
chines delivered to Meeker Elementary in 
time for the fi rst club meeting. The shop’s 
owners, John Rendell and Robbie Burns, 
provide maintenance on the machines at 
no cost to the program. They have also 

donated thread, fabric, and notions, and 
offer student club members discounts on 
some store items.

“We need to start the next generation of 
sewers,” Rendell said. “This is a fabulous 
opportunity for kids.”

Meeker students pay $35 for a project 
booklet that provides them with easy-
to-follow full-size patterns and step-by-
step instructions especially designed for 
children. The students also supply their 
own fabric.

The school PTA provided initial funding 
for supplies such as ironing boards, as well 
as scissors, pin cushions, and seam rippers 
contained in individual sewing boxes as-
signed to each child. 

Among other schools that have started 
sewing or similar groups this year is Gla-
cier View Junior High. “Pins and Nee-
dles,” an ASB club led by English teacher 
Elaine Houmes and math teacher Marie 
Woods, meets every Tuesday after school. 
Students learn how to sew, knit, and quilt.

continued on page 10

Engineering career takes off for Rogers High graduate

Wendi Pickett Otto stands beside a Pegasus rocket, one of the main 
launch vehicles for Orbital Sciences.

Meeker Elementary sixth graders Jack Jones (foreground) and Reed 
Wetzel learn to sew on computerized sewing machines.

Danielle Hanna, a sixth grader at 
Meeker, prepares to cut out her 
fabric project.

Photo courtesy of Wendi Pickett Otto



10 Connections December 2008 Celebrating Student Achievement

Parents of kindergartners and fi rst graders gather for a parent grade-
level meeting. Buttons printed with their children’s graduating class 
were handed out. This year’s kindergartners will graduate in 2021.

The fi rst day of kindergarten marks the 
beginning of a 13-year journey in public 
schools that is frequently met with excite-
ment, fear, and letting go.

To help make this a smooth transition 
for parents and children alike, the school 
district is hosting meetings once again 
this year to hear from parents of students 
entering their fi rst year of school, 
as well as from those with chil-
dren in other grade levels.

“This is an opportunity for us to 
listen to all of you and to hear 
what your hopes and dreams are 
for your children in this school 
district,” said Superintendent 
Tony Apostle.

This is the third consecutive year that the 
district has held the parent grade-level 
brunch meetings at the Pioneer Park Pavil-
ion in downtown Puyallup.

More than 80 parents of kindergartners and 
fi rst graders gathered last month to get ac-
quainted with each other, meet school lead-
ers, and learn about the school district.  They 
also shared expectations and offered ideas 
about what they would like to see changed 
in the district to promote student success.

At each brunch meeting, participants are 
seated with others from the same neigh-
borhood school, including the principal 
and assistant principal.

Superintendent Tony Apostle welcomed 
parents of the Class of 2020 (children are 
in fi rst grade this year) and 2021 (children 
are now in kindergarten), then paused to 
let the signifi cance of those dates sink in.

“Isn’t it amazing we are looking so far into 

the future?” Apostle said. “You are your 
child’s fi rst teacher and have 100 percent 
responsibility to see that your child gets 
a good education. We’re here to help and 
support you in getting the job done.” 

At each meeting, Apostle introduces mem-
bers of the superintendent’s cabinet. Often 
a Puyallup School Board member will 

attend and share remarks on 
behalf of the board. 

Earlier this fall, Director 
Bruce Dammeier told parents, 
“The number one indicator of 
success in school is whether 
a child’s parents value educa-
tion,” Dammeier said. “Stay 

connected with how your child is doing 
through teachers, volunteering, and with 
your PTA, and don’t stop at the elemen-
tary level. There are tremendous opportu-
nities in junior high and high school.”

At the November meeting for parents of 
kindergartners and fi rst graders, partici-
pants and school leaders consulted and 
recorded answers to questions such as, 
“List three expectations for your child’s 
elementary school experience,” and 
“What would you like to see change (in 
the district)?”

While answers varied among the 22 elemen-
tary school groups, they also revealed some 
common themes. Parents said, for example, 
that they expect their children to be prepared 
academically, be educated in a safe and posi-
tive learning environment, develop a love 
for learning, receive a well-rounded curricu-
lum, and become good citizens.

Suggestions for change at several grade-
level meetings have included expand-
ing technology, adding more full-day 

kindergarten programs, implementing 
year-round school, reducing class sizes, 
and introducing foreign language at the 
elementary school level.

“I would like to see languages introduced 
at an earlier age,” parent Cheryl Munoz 
said during a brunch meeting last spring 
for parents of incoming kindergartners 
and fi rst graders. Her daughter, Leah, is in 
fi rst grade this year at Carson Elementary. 
“Most of the other countries are bilingual, 
and I feel our children would benefi t.” 

At a recent meeting for parents of stu-
dents in grades seven, eight, and nine, 
participants echoed many of the same 
hopes and dreams as those of kinder-
gartners and fi rst graders — hopes for 
offering a balanced curriculum, having 
students learn to be comfortable and 

effective public speakers, and preparing 
them for life beyond high school.

“I think this is a positive way to get the com-
munity involved in the educational process 
of our children,” said Greg Melchert, whose 
son, Jonah, attends Stahl Junior High.

Shannon Stafford, whose son, Derek, at-
tends Glacier View Junior High, added, “I 
loved it. It shows the district really cares 
about parent involvement.” 

Parents interested in being invited to a 
future grade-level meeting may contact 
their school principals. Information 
distributed, such as a district guide and 
boundary map, is available on the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us or at 
the Education Service Center, 302 2nd St. 
S.E. in Puyallup.

When Emerald Ridge High students Anna 
Gibson and Brandi Smith reunited with 
2008 graduates Jessica Treich and Kristina 
Keehnel, there was little time to celebrate. 
They had a nation to compete against.

In October, the group represented Emerald 
Ridge High at the National FFA Organi-
zation Convention in Indianapolis. They 
came away with a third-place fi nish in the 
Environmental/Natural Resources Career 
Development Event, which included 37 
teams from across the country.

For months, each of the four students 
studied intensively to prepare for the vari-
ety of challenges and topics judges could 
give them during the competition.

“There’s so much information they could 
throw at you,” Smith said.

Each group member had to become well-
versed in topics such as soil profi les, water 
and air quality, waste management, and 
environmental analysis. That knowledge 
was tested in both group exercises and 
individual activities. The multiday event 
included written exams, identifi cation 
tests, press release preparation, and inter-
views with judges. 

“Even though we had been preparing for 
months, seeing all of the other teams made it 
all seem real, and very scary,” Treich said.

The students credited courses at Emerald 
Ridge High, especially Natural Resources, 
Natural Resources Management, and 
Advanced Placement Environmental Sci-
ence, with helping them place as well as 
they did.

“The judges are all experts in their fi elds, 
so they know if you know what you’re 
talking about,” Smith said.

Scores from all four members are com-

bined to create a fi nal group score, said 
Jackie Ferry, a science teacher and the 
school’s FFA adviser. “Everyone had to be 
on top of their game,” Ferry said.

When the points were tallied, the Emer-
ald Ridge High team earned 2,900.4 out 
of 3,000 possible points. The third place 
showing was just half a point away from 
the second-place team from Alaska.

Beyond the competition, the students said 
they enjoyed the convention and meeting 
FFA members from across the country. 
More than 54,000 students attended the 
four-day event. “They all had the same 
passions and interests as us,” Gibson said.

Keehnel added, “We were all really ex-

cited because we got to meet people from 
all over the country.”

Once known as the Future Farmers of 
America, the group now calls itself the 
National FFA Organization. With more 
than half a million members, it is the larg-
est student organization in the country, 
Ferry said.

“FFA is not just about farming,” Keehnel 
said. “It’s basically a club that focuses on 
science and leadership.”

To read more about the competition and 
the four girls’ career interests, visit the 
district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. On the Home page under District 
Headlines, click More District News.

Students place in national FFA competition

From left: Emerald Ridge High School FFA Adviser Jackie Ferry, 2008 
graduate Jessica Treich, junior Brandi Smith, 2008 graduate Kristina 
Keehnel, and senior Anna Gibson join Jane Hordisty of the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service after winning third place in 
the national FFA competition.

Graduate profi le
continued from page 9

Parents share hopes and expectations at grade-level meetings 

that makes the most sense to you.”

After graduating from Rogers High, 
Otto attended the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder, just like her grandfa-
ther. There she earned her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in aerospace 
engineering.

During college, she interned with The 
Boeing Co. in Renton and Everett on 
commercial aircraft before she asked 
her employers if she could work on the 
International Space Station in Houston. 
There she met John Otto, a fellow engi-
neer and her future husband.

In 2002, she graduated with two en-
gineering degrees and began work at 
Orbital Sciences on the Pegasus launch 
vehicle. Over the past six years, she has 
worked on 10 successful launches for 
both Pegasus and Taurus and worked in-
tegration and test for the Demonstration 
of Autonomous Rendezvous Technol-
ogy (DART) spacecraft.

For those interested in pursuing a career 
in engineering, Otto said students need to 
focus on more than just math and science. 
English and history also play a big role.

“As an engineer I still have to be able 
to understand history and I still have to 
write,” she said. “I probably write more 
than most English majors. Also, this 
industry is extremely history-based. You 
have to learn from your mistakes.”

No matter what the fi eld of interest, 
Otto said students should strive to fi nd 
a passion. “You’ve got to fi nd what you 
love to do, because you’re going to do 
it for a long time. Be willing to put the 
time in.”

Photo courtesy of Jackie Ferry
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Puyallup High School students fi ll the cafeteria during third lunch. 
All students remain at the school for lunch this year as part of a new 
closed campus policy.

continued from page 5

Puyallup educators are exploring 
ways to reduce spending as they brace 
themselves for what is forecast to be a 
challenging budget year ahead. 

Increased state expenses coupled with 
decreased revenue have created a bleak 
fi nancial outlook for Washington’s 
school districts, which rely heavily on 
state funding.

The state’s projected budget defi cit for 
the 2009-2011 biennium has climbed 
to more than $5 billion, and it could be 
even higher given the state and national 
economic climate. 

The K-12 share of that shortfall could 
top $2 billion since about 41 percent 
of the state budget is set aside for K-12 
education. 

State lawmakers convene in legislative 
session next month to begin tackling the 
budget challenges; however, the school 
district’s chief fi nancial offi cer said she 
wants to be proactive and start budget 
planning now in preparation for the 
gloomy fi nancial forecast.
 
“We need to start analyzing our opera-

tions and studying our 
options,” said Deputy 
Superintendent Debra 
Aungst. “It’s the only 
responsible thing to 
do.” 
 
Last month Aungst 
formed study groups 
comprised of staff 
members from several 
different departments 

to begin reviewing programs and services 
and developing potential cost-saving 
strategies.
 
“This will help us to make knowledgeable 
decisions this spring when we know more 
about how our district will be impacted by 
the statewide budget crisis,” Aungst said. 

The news of a dismal statewide fi nancial 
picture comes on the heels of $3.5 million 
in spending reductions necessary to bal-
ance the 2008-09 Puyallup School District 
budget.
 
The district, the ninth largest in the state, 
was faced with the shortfall due in large 
part to rising employment costs and fuel 
prices, unfunded mandates from the state 

and federal governments, and costs as-
sociated with the staffi ng and opening of 
Glacier View Junior High School. 

Any reductions made at the state level in 
K-12 basic education will have a sig-
nifi cant impact on local school districts, 
Aungst said. Nearly three-quarters of Puy-
allup School District’s budget is funded 
by the state.
 
The district receives a certain amount 
of money for every student enrolled, for 
example, to help pay for staffi ng and other 
basic education costs. The remaining 
revenue comes from local support through 
maintenance and operation levies, as well 
as a small percentage of non-taxed and 
federal government revenue.
 
Much like homeowners who are cutting 
back on spending in the struggling econ-
omy, Aungst said the school district will 
need to tighten its belt again to maintain a 
balanced budget. 

Public hearings will be held this spring 
to give the community an opportunity to 
comment on the 2009-10 proposed spend-
ing plan, including any suggested budget 
reductions.

The Puyallup School Board has ap-
proved a recertifi cation and rollback of 
the calendar year 2009 School Programs 
and Operations Levy.

The levy will be reduced by $2,118,003, 
resulting in a savings to taxpayers, said 
Deputy Superintendent Debra Aungst.

State law sets forth a precise calcula-
tion requirement that establishes the 
maximum amount a school district can 
legally levy and collect. If the maximum 
is less than the voter-approved amount, 
the district is required to roll back the 
levy to the calculated maximum. It is 
typical for the fi nal levy amount to be 
different than the amount that was esti-
mated when the budget was prepared.

When voters approved the levy in Feb-
ruary 2006, estimated tax rate was $3.43 
per $1,000 of assessed valuation. Aungst 
projects the rollback, combined with 
increases in assessed valuation, will 
result in the tax rate dropping to $2.60 
— more than 80 cents less than voters 
approved. 

Taxpayers to save on 
levy rollback 

Challenging budget year forecast in 2009-10

Field investigations Decline in tardies tied to new closed campus

with cameras assigned to the class.

“I look forward to this class every day,” 
said student Sydni McLeod. 

Student Shelby Moats added, “I’ve 
learned how to convert paces into feet 
and how to use a compass.” 
 
Aylen and Glacier View junior high 
students have also created their own 
geocaches, using latitude and longitude 
coordinates to assist others in fi nding 
their hidden treasures.
  
Like other Field Investigations teachers, 
Picha relates what students are learn-
ing in class to potential careers. “I tell 
them, for example, how city workers 
use GPSs to locate pipelines or how 
pilots use them to fl y,” he said. 

The class addresses concepts of phys-
ics, math, science, and technology 
— sometimes all in a single outing. 
Supplies such as binoculars, fi eld 
guides, hand-held GPS units, two-way 
radios, backpacks, and fi rst aid kits, 
were funded with a career and technical 
education state grant.
 
Aylen Junior High Principal Christine 
Moloney said she has heard nothing but 
excitement from students in the class. 
“I’ve talked to the kids and they love 
it. I think it is wonderful that they are 
choosing to be in science.” 

The class is an ideal precursor to high 
school courses such as resource man-
agement, astronomy, natural resources 
biology, and AP Environmental Sci-
ence. It also prepares students for skills 
addressed on the Washington Assess-
ment of Student Learning science test in 
grades eight and 10.
 
“The kinds of things you study in the 
fi eld are different from the lab,” said 
Carol Begert, an instructional science 
coach for grades seven and eight. “It’s a 
different kind of scientifi c investigation. 
We are trying to help students apply 
the scientifi c thinking they are doing to 
real-life problems. The more exposure 
kids have to science, the more it’s 
demystifi ed.” 

School spirit is up and class tardies are 
down at Puyallup High now that the 
school has instituted a closed campus.

The new policy this year requires students 
to remain on campus during school hours. 
Only those with prior approval and a 
specifi c pass for a school-related activity 
or program are allowed to leave.

“I think it’s working out great,” said ASB 
President Christy Choi. The senior said 
she notices more students wearing school 
colors on “purple and gold Fridays,” as 
well as participating in spirit activities 
held in the cafeteria during lunch.

“It’s kind of awkward to be enthusiastic in 
an empty cafeteria like we had last year,” 
she said.

The cafeteria is now the central hub for 
announcements and posters advertising 
events such as Homecoming Week or the 
canned food drive, she said.

New oval-shaped tables with 12 attached 
seats built side-by-side have students 
sitting next to one another this year rather 
than spread around round tables with de-
tached chairs that the school used to use.

“They really pack the tables at lunch, 
and they’re meeting kids they wouldn’t 
normally meet because they’re sitting 
together,” said Assistant Principal Alicia 
Nosworthy.

Principal Jason Smith, who spent much of 
last spring meeting and talking with stu-
dents to prepare them for the closed cam-
pus, added, “We’ve been very pleased with 
the students and their response to this.”

The school has made a number of physi-
cal space adjustments to accommodate 
the approximately 300 extra students who 
remain on campus at lunch each day. In 
the past, juniors and seniors were allowed 
to leave campus.

A third lunch has been added, 10 new 
picnic tables have been set up in the court-
yard, and more purple benches provide 
additional seating in the atrium.

Two more food lines, including a serv-
ing cart that can be rolled outdoors in 
good weather, have been added to ease 
congestion in areas where students buy 

hot lunch and a la carte items.

Because the third lunch is the largest with 
about 520 students, the school set up stan-
chions — or poles with a ribbon that can 
stretch across an aisle, much like those 
used in banks or amusement parks — to 
ease congestion and move students in an 
orderly manner through the line.

“It does get crowded, but there is food for 
everybody,” Smith said. “Everyone can 
get through the lunch line if that’s what 
they choose to do.”

The student store has also been moved 
down the hall to make way for the addi-
tional serving areas and lunch tables.

One of the unexpected benefi ts of the 
closed campus has been a surge in student 
store sales — from $6,800 last September 
to $11,000 this September, said Maggie 
Wall, adviser of the DECA business and 
marketing program. Students manage the 
store and espresso bars before school and 
during all three lunches.

Another benefi t has been fewer com-
plaints from neighbors in the area about 
garbage left on streets and sidewalks after 
lunch, Smith said. Similarly, school park-
ing lots no longer have to be cleaned on a 
daily basis.

Security has been beefed up in light 
of the new closed campus ruling. A 
part-time security guard helps supervise 
lunches between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
daily, and security cameras have been 
added in the cafeteria, courtyard, and 
parking lot.

Student safety was the driving force 
behind implementing the closed campus, 
which is a rule students follow at all oth-
er public high schools in Pierce County. 
There is always the danger, Smith said, 
for car accidents and other mishaps with 
hundreds of students coming and going 
from campus at one time.

Having students remain on campus also 
helps the school track who is coming and 
going from the building and cuts down 
on the number of students who are late to 
class after lunch.

Smith compared the number of tardies 
reported in September of this year com-
pared to the previous year. The 1,200 
tardies reported last year dropped to 128 
this year. He attributes the decrease to the 
closed campus environment and a stricter 
tardy policy.

“Having the students here all day is a 
nice feeling,” Smith said. “It’s just part 
of the school culture now.”

Debra Aungst



 

12 Connections December 2008 Celebrating Student Achievement

Puyallup giftmaker helps children’s dreams come true

Maplewood Elementary fi rst grader Cara Brauen and Meeker Elementary 
third grader Andrew Brauen get an up-close look at preserved animals 
during the Karshner Museum Family Day in November. 

Somewhere in the district this holiday 
season, two young children will open the 
gift of their dreams.

Every year for the past 13 years, retired 
Rogers High School teacher Becky Hoff 
has donated several 18-inch dolls, each 
with a wardrobe of 10 handmade outfi ts 
and matching accessories, to Puyallup 
Giftmakers.

The annual program, now in its 22nd year, 
provides toys and other gifts to families in 
need in the Puyallup School District.

Hoff volunteers year-round making outfi ts 
for each of the high-quality dolls she 
purchases. This year, she donated two of 
the unique gift sets that were given away 
during the Giftmakers shopping event 
earlier this month.

She lays the doll at the bottom of a large 
cardboard box, often tucked beside a 
special gift such as a miniature china tea 
set, as the fi nal surprise beneath a layer of 
outfi ts for birthdays, holidays, or a cozy 
night’s sleep.

This year’s dolls were accompanied by 
clothing including a satin pink party dress 
with white lace and matching shoes; a  
fl annel nightgown with patterns of cows 

jumping over moons; a 
candy cane holiday dress; 
and a blue bathing suit with 
sparkly silver stars, terry-
cloth towel, and small blow-
up beach ball for a pretend 
summer beach trip.

No one knows better than 
Hoff how much joy the 
child will feel when the box 
is opened.

When she was young, Hoff 
remembers peering into the 
store windows decorated for 
the holidays in her home-
town. She always wished she 
could take home one of the 
pretty dolls and handmade 
outfi ts raffl ed off each win-
ter. Her parents purchased 
a raffl e ticket each year, but 
her dream never came true.

“I knew, even then as a child, 
that someday I would offer 
the same thing so some other 
little girl could have the thrill 
I never had,” Hoff said.

She still remembers the fi rst young girl 
who received her donated dolls and out-

fi ts. “Her name was Miracle, 
and her mom had died,” Hoff 
said. “She never had a doll.”

Over the 13 years she has 
been giving the dolls and 
outfi ts, Hoff has volunteered 
several times at the Giftmak-
ers “store” and watched as her 
doll and clothes are handed 
to an unsuspecting parent as 
a special surprise at the end 
of the shopping trip. Usually, 
the presentation ends in happy 
tears — both for the recipient 

and for the volunteers who present the 
gift.

Sewing is a lifelong hobby for Hoff, who 
retired from Rogers High in 2006 after 
working 32 years, mostly as a home and 
family life teacher.

She spends about two hours making each 
of the doll outfi ts, but spends many more 
hours hunting through fabric stores and 
quilt shops for just the right material. She 
shops in doll stores or online for matching 
accessories and specialized buttons, lace, 
and novelty trims.

“First I choose the fabric I like, then I 
decide which outfi t will look cute in that 

pattern, and then I pick the accessories,” 
she said. Her creations take shape in the 
sewing room of her Puyallup home, where 
dolls in boxes stand stacked just inside the 
doorway waiting for their turn to fi nd a 
permanent home.

Hoff’s sewing machine stands at the ready 
on a desk in one corner of the room next 
to shelves holding cardboard boxes of 
material and containers with buttons in the 
shape of hearts, fl owers, rocking horses, 
stars, and more. An iron and ironing board 
on the opposite side of the room wait to 
give the next project its fi nishing touches 
before the clothes are carefully packed in 
their gift box.

In addition to the dolls and clothes, Hoff 
donates boxes of stocking stuffers and 
school supplies each year to Giftmakers. 
And, for the fi rst time this year, she donated 
200 pairs of beaded pierced earrings — 162 
of which she handcrafted herself. One of 
her friends donated the other 38 pair.

Karen Hansen, executive director of 
communications in the Puyallup School 
District, is a Puyallup Giftmakers founder 
who continues to oversee the program 
each year.

“As a long-time teacher at Rogers High 
School, Becky and her students were very
involved in the program,” Hansen said. 
“Now that she has retired, she remains 
very involved. Her commitment to our 
Puyallup families is very inspirational.”

Giftmakers is just one organization that 
benefi ts from Hoff’s labor of love. She 
also gives dolls and clothes to several an-
nual auctions that benefi t charities.

“I think it’s probably still that little girl 
inside of me knowing that someone will 
get something new for the holidays. I cer-
tainly believe in giving when you can.”

Young discoverers recently spent their 
Saturday sifting through sand, searching 
for artifacts that could give them insight 
on a historic group of people or even an 
extinct species.

The hands-on experience didn’t take place 
at some remote location. Instead, students 
from across the district and their families 
took part in the Karshner Museum Family 
Days event.

From October through June, the fi rst 
Saturday of each month is dedicated to 
families, allowing students to explore the 
museum at their own pace. Each day has a 
different theme, and a variety of hands-on 
activities and exhibits are made available, 
said Beth Bestrom, museum curator.

More than 100 
people attended the 
fi rst Family Day 
in October. The 
year-long program is 
sponsored by Friends 
of the Karshner 
Museum.
 
This year’s focus is 
on science, and each event spotlights a 
particular fi eld such as geology, ecology, 
and biology. 

“Science is such a big part of school,” 
she said, adding the subject is a natural fi t 
since Warner Karshner, the museum’s co-
founder, was deeply interested in scientifi c 
endeavors.

The fi rst event of the year highlighted 
archaeology and paleontology. One of the 
most popular activities was a large table 

Karshner Museum family days give up-close look at science
fi lled with sand. Students were encour-
aged to sift through the sand to fi nd buried 
objects such as fossils and ancient tools.

“It was a huge hit. The kids had so much 
fun,” Bestrom said.

For November, students got an up-close 
look at a variety of animals during Zool-
ogy and Taxidermy day. Shaw Road 
Elementary kindergartner Eric Kuo and 
younger sister, Jessica, spent much of 
their time petting preserved animals they 
would rarely see anywhere else. Several 
exhibits were on display including a wolf, 
a bobcat, and a grizzly bear.

“It’s good for the kids because they don’t 
usually see these animals,” said their 

mother, Sharon. 

Rick Brauen came to 
the November event 
with his daughter, 
Cara, a fi rst grader at 
Maplewood, and his 
son, Andrew, a third 
grader at Meeker 
Elementary. While 
they have visited 

other museums throughout the area, Rick 
said Karshner Museum offers a unique 
experience.

“Most places, you don’t get to touch 
things,” he said, adding students can often 
understand the importance of the items on 
display when they can have a hands-on 
interaction.

Each Family Day usually features a 
museum scavenger hunt that students can 
complete for various prizes.

“It’s a way to get kids to explore the whole 
museum,” Bestrom said, adding students 
who visit the museum as part of a class typi-
cally only spend about an hour at a time.

Established in 1930, the Paul H. Karshner 
Memorial Museum was founded by War-
ner Karshner and his wife, Ella Hibbert 
Karshner, to honor their son. Throughout 
the years, descendants have continued the 
family’s focus on education and commu-
nity support. 

The founder’s grandnephew, also named 
Warner Karshner, helped continue the 
museum’s work with the Puyallup School 
District. He died last July at the age of 61.

The museum was established with 
an emphasis on hands-on education, 
Bestrom said. Founder Warner Karshner 
believed that allowing children to touch 
the artifacts helps them to connect with 
history and stimulate learning, she said.

“He would hope that it set off a little 
spark in students,” she said.

Karshner Museum Family Days are 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the fi rst Saturday 
of each month through June. Admis-
sion is $3 per person or $10 per family. 
Proceeds directly support the museum. 
The museum is located at 309 Fourth St. 
N.E. next to Stewart Elementary School.

For 13 years, retired Rogers High School 
teacher Becky Hoff has been making doll 
clothes and donating dolls as special gifts 
to children in need as part of Puyallup 
Giftmakers.

Karshner Museum Family Days

January 3: Entomology (Insects)
February 7: Anthropology 
        (Humans and human history)
March 7: Biology (Life sciences)
April 4: Ecology (Environments)
May 2: Geology (Earth history)
June 6: Ornithology (Birds)


